
Struggling with Teaching a New Skill? Register Now! 

On Monday, October 

29, 2012, the 

Southeast Region will 

be hosting a full-day 

workshop entitled 

“Navigating High 

School: Supports and 

Strategies for 

Students with High 

Functioning Autism 

and Asperger Syndrome”. Elisa Gagnon, 

the author and creator of Power Cards: 

Using Special Interests to Motivate 

Children and Youth with Autism and 

Asperger Syndrome and co-author of 

This is Asperger Syndrome will present 

strategies and techniques when 

incorporated into the school, will help our 

students successfully “navigate” high 

school.   

For registration directions, please see 

the attached flyer.  

We look forwards to seeing you on the 

29th! 
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At the beginning of the school 

year, we often start teaching 

new skills. Some students on 

the autism spectrum struggle 

with learning new skills unless 

we task analyze, or break them 

down into specific steps.  

Task Analysis is an evidenced-

based practice that can be used 

to teach a new skill that may be 

too hard to teach in one step.  

In order to task analyze a skill, 

we first need to identify the skill 

that needs to be taught. The 

skill that is selected should 

have multiple steps to it; if it is a 

skill that is discrete, or only one 

step, task analysis will not work.  

After choosing the skill that is to 

be taught, the next step is to 

identify any prerequisite skills 

that may be needed to complete 

the skill you are teaching. If the 

student does not have those 

prerequisite skills, then those 

skills must be taught first.  

The next step in task analysis is 

to break the skill that is being 

taught down into discrete steps. 

For example, the skill of 

brushing teeth contains at least 

21 discrete steps. At this step, it 

is important for the adult to go 

through the steps as outlined to 

make sure all steps are 

accounted for.  

When the discrete steps are in 

place, the team needs to decide 

how to best teach the skill. 

Would it be best to start at the 

beginning of the skill and teach 

each step one by one (forward 

chaining) or have the student 

complete the last step and work 

backwards (backwards 

chaining)?  

The final step is to collect data 

on the intervention that you put 

into place. It is important to 

make sure that data is collected 

in order to see if the teaching 

procedure is working or not.  

There are many great resources 

on task analysis out there, but 

the resource that I would 

recommend is an Evidenced-

Based Practice Brief on the 

National Professional 

Development Center on Autism 

website (http://

autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/

content/task-analysis). The EBP 

is available to download in pdf 

format. 
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Repeat it with me...Data, Data, Data. These 

three words should be your mantra this year. 

Every student’s IEP goal and/or objective 

needs to have consistent data that 

shows the lack of progress or 

growth over the quarter. Data 

should be taken in multiple 

environments in order to see if the 

skills you are teaching are 

generalizing across the school day.  

There are many resources with pre-

made data sheets. The first 

resource, Show Me the Data: Data-

Based Instructional Decisions Made 

Simple and Easy by Leon-Guerrero, 

Matsumoto, and Martin is available 

for checkout in the ASD Library. This 

book has a CD included along with 

182 forms ready to use for your student. 182 

Forms! Wow! 

 

Other online resources with free data sheets 

are available on the following websites— 

Positively Autism:  

http://www.positivelyautism.com/

free/03datasheets.html 

 

Cindy’s Autistic Support:  

http://www.cindysautisticsupport.com/

data.html 

 

ASSERT:  

http://sped.usu.edu/ASSERT/announce.html 

Data, Data, Data... 

Nebraska ASD Network 

We’re on the Web! 

 

Nebraska State ASD Network 

website:  

www.unl.edu/asdnetwork 

 

Southeast ASD Network Blog: 

http://

seasdnetwork.wordpress.com 

 

ESU 6 ASD Page 

http://www.esu6.org/autism-asd-

network 



 

October 29th, 2012 

 

Navigating High School: Supports and Strategies for 

Students with High Functioning Autism and Asper-

ger Syndrome 

 

Presenter: Elisa Gagnon, Ms.Ed 

author of Power Cards: Using Special Interests to Motivate 

Children and Youth with Autism and Asperger Syndrome and 

co-author of This is Asperger Syndrome.  

 

 

Location:  St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

8550 Pioneers Blvd 

Lincoln, NE  

 

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   

(registration opens at 8:00 a.m.) 

 

Deadline to Register: October 19th, 2012 

 

     Registration Fee:   

$10.00 

 

(includes light breakfast, coffee, lunch, and snack) 

 

Space is limited. If you have questions about the content 

of this symposium, please contact Melissa Trautman at  

mtrautman@esu6.net or 402-761-3341 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION  ONLINE:  

 

To register, go to  http://www.esu6.org  Click on the 

“event registration” link on the right side of the 

screen and follow the instructions as indicated. 

Registrations online will be billed to the school or 

individual. 

 

Or  

 

Mail or fax this registration form to:  

Melissa Trautman, 

ESU 6, 210 5th St. Milford, NE 68405.  

Fax 402-761-3279  

 

Name:  

 

District: 

 

School: 

 

Address: 

 

City: 

 

State & Zip : 

 

Phone: 

 

Email: 

 

 

 

Payment method:   check  P.O.  



About the presenter... 

Elisa Gagnon, Ms.Ed., is a consultant in Kansas and nationally recognized speaker. She has a master’s in behav-

ior disorders with an emphasis on autism from the University of Kansas. Elisa is the author of Power Cards: Us-

ing Special Interests to Motivate Children and Youth with Autism and Asperger Syndrome and co-author of This 

is Asperger Syndrome. With more than 15 years of experience in education, she has worked as a special educa-

tion teacher, a principal or an alternative school and the director of a school for students with Autism and Asper-

ger Syndrome.   

 

Who Should Attend: Administrators, Educational Professionals, Family Members, Paraprofessionals, Community 

Providers, and Related Service Providers 

 

  

Participants will:  

 

 Identify specific times of the day high school students with HFA/AS may struggle with 

 Learn social and behavioral supports applicable to high school students 

 Discover strategies and techniques for organization and executive functioning skills 

 Brainstorm ideas on how to best support students with HFA/AS in high school 


